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City gets its first solar

panel-powered pumps

HT Correspondent

m hirepotiers Bhindusianiimes. com

NEW DELHI The first Renewal
Energy Assisted Pump (REAFP)
system was installed at All
India Panchayat Parishad in
Mayur Vihar phase 1. Delhi
chief minister Sheila Dikshit ina-
ugurated the system at a fune-
tion organised on Friday,

According to officials, REAP
ig an easy-to-install submersible
pump connected to a water tank
with an especially designed
motor powered by a solar panel.
The system is capable of meet-
ing the water storage and pumgp-
ing needs of users in both rural
and urban areas.

“This technology has been
developed by BSES Yamuna
Power Lid in collaboration with
[IT Delhi. The system will go a
long way in reducing global
warming and other green house
effects. Further, it will not only
reduce dependence on fossil

way in reducing global
warming. It will also
reduce dependence on
fossil fuel-generated
electricity.
SHEILA DIKSHIT
chaed minsster, Delha

fuel-generated electricity sup-
ply,” said Dikshit.

Dikshit further said that
REAP will reduce consumption
of power during peak morning
hours when most customers
switch on their pumps to get
waler

“The technology will also
prove to be useful in agriculture,
hospitals, schools, hotels, malls
and especially in group housing
societies” she added. REAP has
a capacity to draw 30,000 litre
of water per hour,
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NRI SCIENTIST
CHARGED
WITH FRAUD

Lalit K Jha
m letlers@hindustantimes. com

WASHINGTON: An  Indian-
American scientist has been
charged with fabricating and
falsifying data with regard to
his research on health benefits
of red wine.

Dipak Das is a professor in
the department of surgery and
director of the Cardiovascular
Research Center at the
University of Connecticut.

As a result of the conclusion
of a three-year investigation, the
University has (rozen all exter-
nally-funded research in the
laboratory of Das.

It has also declined to accept
the S890,000) in federal grants
awarded to him.

Dismissal proceedings, in
accordance with the universi-
ty's byvlaws, are carrently under-
way, said an official release.

The comprehensive report of
the investigation, which totals
approximately 60,0040 pages,
concludes that Das is guilty of
145 counts of fabrication and fal-
sification of data.

Inquiries are curvently under-
way involving former members
of Das’ lab. No findings have
been issued Lo date.

The University has sent let-
ters of notification to 11 scien-
tific journals that had published
studies conducted by a mem-
ber of its (aculty.

Das has been employed by the
Health Center since 1984, and
was awarded tenure in 1993, PTI
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CBSE U-turn on assessment

Board Now Wants Only Grades Not Specific Indicators

Manash Praﬂm Gohaln § rvn

New Delhi: All efforts made
during the pasttwo yearstoas-
sessthe present batch of Class
10students of CentralBoardof
Secondary Education (CBSE)
on co-schiolastics areas and to
identity their strengths are all
set togo down the drain, asthe
board now wants the schools
to only submit grades and not
the specific indicators for

which the grades were grant-’

ed. In fact in the online excel
sheet to be filled up by the
schools this year, the descrip-
tive indicators column is mis-
sing and the CBSE has written
to the schools that the descrip-
tive indicators will be provid-
ed by the Board.

In & letter dated January
13,2012, toall theheads of insti-
tutions affiliated to the CBSE,
the Board informed that it has

finalized the software for all”

schools to download the list of
candidates alongwith roll
numbers and schools can com-
plete and upload the assess-
ment data. Interestingly in the
co-scholastic areas the board
has only asked for the grades
of the students and stated that
“Descriptive indicators shall
be provided by the Board.”
Meanwhile, the letter also
mentioned that in the previ-
ous exam too the descriptive
indicators were provided by
the Board as there were many
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gpelling mistakes, grammati-
cal errors and variations in
the descriptive indicators pro-
vided by theschools.

CBSE has introduced Con-
tinuous and Comprehensive
Evaluation (CCE) and grading
system at the secondary level
inallschoolsfromthe academ-
ic session 2009-2010. Principal
of Laxman Public School,
Hauz Khas, Usha Ram, who is
alsooneof the master trainers
under the CCE scheme, said:
“My understanding is that
schools are supposed to give
thedescriptive indicators, else
otherwise it will have no
meaning. lam yettoseethelet-
ter so I can’t comment on the
issue.”

But many teachers feel
that the whole purpose of
CCE, evaluation of co-scholas-
tic areas and identifying indi-
vidual strengths of the stu-
dents will be defeated if
descriptive indicators are giv-
en by acomputerized system,

“Case in point:a physically
challenged wheelchair-bound
student good in chess and a
good footballer both can be giv-
en ‘A grade’ or a paititerand a
clay artist student can also be
given A+ grade’. Now if we
don't specify as to why these
students were given a certain
grade and instead just give a
computer-generated indicator
such as ‘represented a team in
school’, how will it justify the
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students’ capability?” ques-
tioned a senior teacher at a
Kendriya Vidyalaya.

While despite repeated at-
tempts, the CBSE chairman
could not be contacted, a se-
nior official in the computer
department at the CBSE head-
quarters, “Because of the vari-
ations in descriptive indica-
torstheboard received and the
errorslikespellings and gram-
mar last year, the Board decid-
edthataset of pre-determined
descriptive indicators will be
used for different grades.”

“For example if a scheool
gives an ‘A grade’ to a student
in the category of sports and
indigenous sports the prede-
termined indicative descrip-
tion will be something like:
Demonstrates an analytic ap-
titude required and reacts ap-
propriately to strategic situa-
tions; Demonstrates
sportsmanship; Displays a
healthytearm and school spirit;
Discipline for practice; Has
undergone training and
coaching; Has represented a
teamn in school, interschool,
national, international level ”
explained the official.

“How can one attribute a
descriptive indicator like ‘dis-
plays healthy team spirit' toa
chess player just because he/
she has been given A grade'?”
questioned a teacher at a pub-
lic school, on condition of anc-
nymity.



